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Welcome and Opening remarks

Head of Sector &@itizensand EU Ve

European Education and Culture
Executive Agency (EACEA)



Agenda

10:0071 10:15 Welcome and Opening Remarks

10:1571 10:45 Presenting the CHAR-LITI Call for proposals
Q & A session

11:0571 11:15 National Contact Points and their role

11:157 11:25 Coffee BREAK

11:257 11:55 Evaluation process; financial aspects; submission
Q & A session

12:2571 12:30 Closing Remarks




Presenting the CHAR-LITI
Call for Proposals




Main features and eligibility
conditions




Available budget for CHAR-LITI Call: EUR 16 million (vs. last year 2
million with average budget EUR 200-300 000)

Project budget: min: EUR 75 000 T max: no limit
Co-financing: the maximum funding rate is 90%

Budget-based mixed actual cost grant (actual costs, with unit cost and
flat-rate elements)

Budget categories and cost eligibility rules - see Call document p.24-
25

Project duration: between 12 and 24 months

Single applicant or consortium

Applicants & activities are eligible only in EU countries


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2023/call-fiche_cerv-2023-char-liti_en.pdf

Lead applicants (1 . eprofitiebaeentilies (povatel i n a |
bodies) > different from last Call!

Co-applicants: non-profit or profit legal entities (public or private bodies)

| Profit-oriented > ONLY in partnership with private non-profit organisations

Single applicant or consortium

National or transnational

Eligible countries: EU Member States (including overseas countries and
territories (OCTs))

Min requested amount > EUR 75.000




Proposals must be submitted to only 1 of the 5 following priorities
(1 priority/topic per proposal)

Capacity building and awareness raising on the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rights (CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-CHARTER)

Promoting rights and values by empowering the civic space (CERV-2023-
CHAR-LITI-CIVIC)

Strateqic litigation (CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-LITIGATION)

Protecting EU values and rights by combating hate crime and hate speech
(CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-SPEECH)

Supporting an enabling environment for the protection of whistleblowers
(CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-WHISTLE)



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/cerv-2023-char-liti-charter;callCode=CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43251589;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/cerv-2023-char-liti-civic;callCode=CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43251589;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/cerv-2023-char-liti-litigation;callCode=CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43251589;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/cerv-2023-char-liti-speech;callCode=CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43251589;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/cerv-2023-char-liti-whistle;callCode=CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43251589;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState

Call opening

24 January 2022

Deadline for submission

25 May 20231 17:00:00 CET
(Brussels)

Evaluation (by external experts)

June - September 2023

Information on evaluation
results

October - November 2023

Grant Agreement signature

January I February 2024

ommission



Objectives, Political Priorities,
Expected activities and
Outcome

Directorate-General for Justice
and Consumers



The EU Charter call in DG Justice policies

European Democracy
Action plan

Protection from SLAPP

IR The EU Charter of

Fundamental Rights call
/

ommission



Policy Priorities for the 2023 Charter call

Capacity building
and awareness on
the EU Charter of

Fundamental
Rights
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Promoting rights
and values by
empowering the
civic space

Strategic litigation

Stopping
/" |Hate Crimes

Combating hate
speech and hate
crime

Supporting an
enabling
environment for
the protection of
whistleblowers

European
Commission




Capacity building and
awareness raising on the EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights

Topic ID: CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-CHARTER




How would the projects support the Commission
work towards the Charter in general?

Rights enshrined i n the Charter and a
application

Cf Article 51, the Charter is applicable to Member States only when they are
Implementing EU law. Given the specific nature of this instrument, in comparison with
other international Treaties protecting fundamental rights, and considering the
Increasing number of references to the Charter in the case law of the Court of
Justice of the EU

there is a specific need to promote a good understanding of the rights enshrined
In the Charter and of the situations in which the Charter applies, i.e. when EU
law Is being implemented.

European
Commission




How would the projects support the Commission

work towards the C h a r tthemes™s

Aims to protect  Protecting fundamental rights in the digital age

fundamental rights by
strengthening
accountability for the use
of automation where
rights are at stake.

This includes approaches for addressing and combatting bias and
multiple/intersectional discrimination
A based on gender and on other grounds including ethnic and racial origin,
caused or intensified using artificial intelligence systems.

In practice, the projects will develop

Aguidelines (measures that ensure gendersensitive implementation), technical
benchmarks and tools, including for algorithm-audits

Aa concrete tool or abenchmark processi n an area of the
choice with demonstrated relevance for fundamental rights, without
prescribing the area or the type of the tool (e.qg. it could be software, a
benchmark data set, a simulation environment, a procedure).

European
Commission
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A Capacity building of civil society organisations am@reness raising activitiegiming to increase
the knowledge and the use of the EU Charter, including its gender dimension, especially on its s
of application;

A Facilitating cooperation between civil society organisations and other key partrierenforcing
the Charter, such as NHRIs, Equality bodies, Ombuds Institutions and Member State authorities
national, regional and local level);

A Training and trainthe-trainer activities for professionalg¢such as experts, lawyers and legal
advisers, communicators, policy and advocacy advisers), including through operational guidance
learning tools;

A Mutual learning, exchange of good practices, development of working and learning methods
iIncluding mentoring programmes that may be transferable to other countries;

A Analytical activities such as seslisaggregated data collection and research, and the creation of
tools or data bases (e.g. thematic databases of jurisprudence);

A Communication activities, includirdissemination of information and awareness raising about
rights and redress mechanismeelevant to the priorities of the call,

A Development of procedures, guidelines, technical benchmarks, and tools, includaigdathm-
audits, to help to protect fundamental rights, including gender equality and-disarimination,
where automation is used.

European |
Commission




Promoting rights and values by
empowering the civic space

Topic ID: CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-CIVIC




Commission policy: enabling civic space

A 2022 Annual Charter report, A thriving civic space for upholding fundamental rights in
the EU, 2020 Strategy to strengthen the application of the Charter of Fundamental
Rights in the EU, Annual Rule of law reports, Pillar IV: check and balances i the
framework for civil society, Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) work on civic space

A C-78/18: the European Court of Justice made clear that:

A civil society organisationsi must be able to pursue [t
wi t hout wunjustified I nterference by th

A the right to freedom of association constitutes one of the essential foundations of
a democratic and pluralist society, as it enables citizens to act collectively in
areas of common interest and, in so doing, contribute to the proper functioning of
public life.

European |
Commission


https://commission.europa.eu/document/688807ed-a1a5-4526-a8b2-9d89dd47911c_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0711&qid=1608047356199
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism_en
https://fra.europa.eu/fr/cooperation/civil-society/civil-society-space
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C%2CT%2CF&num=C-78/18&parties=&dates=error&docnodecision=docnodecision&allcommjo=allcommjo&affint=affint&affclose=affclose&alldocrec=alldocrec&docdecision=docdecision&docor=docor&docav=docav&docsom=docsom&docinf=docinf&alldocnorec=alldocnorec&docnoor=docnoor&docppoag=docppoag&radtypeord=on&newform=newform&docj=docj&docop=docop&docnoj=docnoj&typeord=ALL&domaine=&mots=&resmax=100&Submit=Rechercher

Commission policy: enabling civic space

ACSOs and rights defenders still report a range of challenges, obstacles and
restrictions in certain Member States that have limited their ability to carry
out their activities

Obstacles under "Freedom of expression and information"

Obstacles under "Safe space and protection" Access toinformation | 3o

ion | 1o
Verbal harassment [ 4% Defamation 19%

Intimidation/disinformation campaigns G 135 Academic, artistic and media freecom | N 15
Digital attacks NG 19% censorship | 10%

Criminalisation of humanitarian work [ NN 13%
Blasphemy orinsult || NN 10%

Administrative harassment [IIINNEGSBE 15%

) | ) Blocking websites [ NNNNGGEIN o+
Physical attacks NN 15%

H a,
Data protection | 14% Online content removal [ NN o
Surveillance NG 12% Other forms of criminalisation of expression - 7%

Use of technology or Al [N 9%

SLAPPs I 7%

European
Commission




How would the projects support the

Commission work towards an enabling civic
space”?

1.

MONITORING: creation of a systematic and comprehensive monitoring
system to reqularly and consistently monitor the environment in which
civil society organisations work in the national contexts,

A building on the Fundamental Rights Agency indicators about the shrinking civic space
and of i1 nternal organi sationso dat a

Aand in particular of breaches of C€SOs and

PROVIDING SUPPORT SERVICES: to CSOs and their members under
attacks: legal, practical (medical, psychological, family, etc.)




Strategic litigation

Topic ID: CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-LITIGATION




Commission policy: advancing the judicial
protection of fundamental rights

AWhat is needed for an effective litigation strategy?

A In depth knowledge of the legal instruments + ability of develop creative legal argument;
A communication skills;
A advocacy;

A and community engagement.

AWhy is strategic litigation key to advance the protection of fundamental
rights?

A Legally binding decisions;

A Cross borders impact;

A Community impact.



How would the projects support the
Commission work towards an enabling civic
space”?

AThere could be a focus on specific Charter rights? YES.

AWhich type of activities are covered?
A Training, knowledge sharing, and exchange of good practices;

A data collection and research, and the creation of tools or data bases (e.g. thematic
databases of jurisprudence);

A Communication activities, including dissemination of information and awareness raising
about rights, redress mechanisms, and strategic cases;

A Capacity building and awareness raising activities to counter manifestly unfounded or
abusive court proceedings against journalists and human rights defenders who engage in
public participation (Strategic lawsuits against public participation).

European |
Commission



Which are the expected results?

Alncreased awareness and knowledge about EU law, the Charter, the
existing remedies and redress mechanisms to enforce them at national and
European level, including the preliminary ruling mechanism;

A Strengthened abilities of legal professionals and practitioners to cooperate
and engage in litigation practices;

Alncreased awareness on the use and of the safeguards and strategic
protection against SLAPP. (new this year!)

SLAPPs are manifestly unfounded or abusive court proceedings. They are a
particular form of harassment increasingly used against journalists, human

rights defenders and others engaged in public participation in a matter of
public interest and upholding democratic values and fundamental rights.

European
Commission




Combating hate speech and
hate crime

Topic ID: CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-HATE




The legal basis for action

A The 2008 Framework Decision on combating certain forms of expressions
of racism and xenophobia requires the criminalisation of public incitement to
violence or hatred based on race, colour, religion, descent or national or
ethnic origin.

A Possible new legal basis:

A On 9 December 2021 European Commission Communication on a
Counci |l decision to extend inAdiclecur r
83(1) TFEU

A In Council for adoption, unanimity needed.

27

European
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Policy work in support of legislation

The High Level Group on combating hate speech and hate crime:
A Guidance, good practices, standards to support the enforcement of the Framework Decision

A MS authorities (MoJ, Mol, Social Affairs, police departments), international organisations, EU
agencies, civil society organisations (CSOs)

A Work structured along 4 working groups: Hate crime reporting and data collection, Hate
crime training for law enforcement, Hate crime victims support and Countering illegal
hate speech online

A Code of conduct on countering illegal hate speech online (2016)

A Digtial Service Act (in force since 11/2022) A limit the spread of illegal content and
lllegal products online including notice and action systems, increased transparency and
accountabillity for users rights + empowering trusted flagger

European
Commission

28




The 2023-2024 priority on combating hate
speech and hate crime (1)

A Rationale for a stand-alone priority:

ACombating hate speech and hate cri me i
promote EU values and to ensure that the Charter is upheld.

A CSOs play a crucial role in combating hate speech and hate crime, thereby
safeguarding and promoting fundamental rights. There is a need to enhance
cooperation between CSOs and national authorities, as well as between CSOs

and other players e.g. in the private sector (IT companies; think tanks) in the
response to hate speech online.

29

European
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Projects should be:

Almpactful A good projects deliver sustainable concrete results, which can or will
continue to be implemented even after the funding. Wealth of research and mapping
on legal frameworks on hate crime are already available, research activities in this
field would not add particular value.

APragmatic A Extensive guidance available, so less toolkits, mapping and guidance,
more action on the ground (action plans, training, campaigns)

A Of the right size A bigger projects and numerous countries involved do not
necessarily mean impact, often the effect is the opposite as bigger projects fail to
address national specificities

AReplicable A Think of activities that can, if shared with other practitioners, easily be
replicated in other contexts.

ABuilt on existing good practice A Think of past successful activities which can be

promoted in other countries to continue previously successful projects
30
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Supporting and enabling
environment for the protection
of whistleblowers

Topic ID: CERV-2023-CHAR-LITI-WHISTLE




How would the projects support the correct
iImplementation of Whistleblowing Directive?

SUPPORTING Civil society organisations in their key function implementing
the Directive by contributing to:

V ensuring that potential whistleblowers can report without fear of retaliation,

Vensuring that persons I n charge of
trained adequately,

Vraising awareness amongst the general public,

V providing advice and support to whistleblowers.




Which are the type of activities and tools?

X activities to build the capacity, including by developing targeted guidance or training
materials or train-the-trainer programs;

X activities and tools to promote awareness raising and communication activities

X analytical activities, such as sex-disaggregated data collection on whistleblower
reports and cases of retaliation, development of indicators to effectively record cases,
research and creation of tools and databases (on case-law, statistics etc)

X mutual learning activities and activities aimed at exchange of good practices on the
effective implementation of the Directive,

X activities enhancing and facilitating cooperation between national authorities and
civil society organisations, including by elaborating national, regional or local protocols on
whistleblower protection.

European |
Commission




Which are the expected results?

U Increased awareness by the general public and potential whistleblowers, of
existing reporting channels and procedures, as well as of the rights provided
under the Directive;

U Increased capacity and knowledge of civil society, relevant national
aut horities or practitioners, to cor |

U Improved effectiveness and coherenceof t he Directi veos
Including through improved cooperation between national, regional or local
authorities and civil society.

U Enhanced data collection on reports and cases of retaliation and enhanced
capacity of the national systems to record whistleblower reports and cases
and to assess the effectiveness of the national laws transposing the Directive.

European |
Commission
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National Contact Points for the
CERV Programme



Citizens, Equality, Rights
and Values Programme

NATIONAL
CONTACT
POINTS

@CHAR-LITI 2023 Info Session

LINK TO PRESENTATION:
https://qrco.de/CERV-16-02-23




1
Citizens, Equality, Rights
and Values Programme

National Contact Points
LINK

https://qrco.de/cervNCPs
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Citizens, Equality, Rights

and Values Programme INFORMATION SUPPORT

e providing information e facilitating  the

about the Programme & its between potential

partner entities on a

and about the policy transnational level;
initiatives in the areas e supporting applicants during
covered by the Programme. the

ADVICE DISSEMINATION

e facilitating the participation e dissemination of
OUR of stakeholders and giving projects;
advice to applicants; e increasing knowledge and
M I S S I 0 N e increasing the of awareness of Programme
stakeholders to take part in results.

the Programme.



Citizens, Equality, Rights
and Values Programme

NCP CERV Partner Search
[=]51™=[=m] https://qrco.de/

]OINI [V[NIS é E.%‘: CERVps

[=]:
WED 08/03  CERV CITIZENS' FORUM
10 am-12 PM  Call: CITIZENS-TOWN-NT & TT NCP Event Registration
ﬂm https://qrco.de/
THU 16/03  CERV CITIZENS' FORUM CERV-forum
10 am-12 PM Calls: CITIZENS-TOWN-NT & TT @ﬁ
COMING UP:  CERV CITIZENS' FORUM
(datestobe  Calls: CHAR-LITI & EQUAL www.facebook.com/
announced CERVprogramme

sSoon)
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