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09:45 – 10:00: Main features of the call, Juan GONZALEZ MELLIZO, DG JUST ; Giulia LARATO, EACEA

10:00 – 10:30: Focus on the CHARTER priority and Q&A, Urszula POTURNIAK, DG JUST 

10:30 – 11:00: Focus on the CIVIC priority and Q&A, Elena HAIG, DG JUST  
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11:15 – 11:30: Eligibility and admissibility conditions, Maïté VANWESEMAEL, EACEA

11:30 – 12:00: The submission process, Giulia LARATO, EACEA

12:00 – 12:30: Q&A session

12:30 – 14:00: Lunch break



Agenda – Part 2

14:00 – 14:30: How to prepare a good proposal, Serena IANNIELLO, EACEA

14:30 – 14:45: The evaluation process, Joseph-Lynn MICALLEF, EACEA

14:45 – 15:15: Q&A session

15:15 – 15:30: National Contact Points (NCPs) for the CERV Programme and their role in assisting 

applicants, Nena BIBICA, CERV NCP Slovenia

15:30 – 15:45: Closing remarks, Giulia LARATO, EACEA



Opening remarks 

The CERV Programme and 
the CHAR-LITI Call

KISEVIC Srd, Deputy Head of Unit, Citizens and EU Values Unit, EACEA



To protect and promote rights and 
values as enshrined in the EU Treaties 
and the EU Charter

Supporting civil society organisations 
and other stakeholders active at local, 
regional, national and transnational 
level

Encouraging civic and democratic 
participation, in order to sustain and 
further develop open, rights-based, 
democratic, equal and inclusive 
societies based on the rule of law

Union values strand

Equality, Rights and Gender 
Equality strand 

Citizens' engagement and 
participation strand

Daphne strand 

2021-2027

1 550

Million Eur

CERV objectives, budget and structure
Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values programme overview - 

European Commission

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme-overview_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme-overview_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme-overview_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme-overview_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme-overview_en


The Union values strand

• To protect and promote Union values. 

In accordance with Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union, ‘the Union is founded on the 
values of respect for human dignity, freedom democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for 
human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 

Those values are common to the Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, 
tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between women and men prevail’.

• Projects in this area will focus on protecting, promoting and raising awareness on rights 

By providing financial support to civil society organisations active at local, regional and transnational 
level in promoting and cultivating these rights, thereby also strengthening the protection and 
promotion of Union values and the respect for the rule of law and contributing to the construction 
of a more democratic Union, democratic dialogue, transparency and good governance.



CERV Work Programme 2026-2027

The CHAR-LITI CALL policy priorities

2026
1. Raising awareness of and building capacity for the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
2. Promoting an enabling civic space.

2027
3. Protecting Union values by combating hate speech and hate crime.
4. Supporting an enabling environment for the protection of whistleblowers.



Main features of the Call 

Juan GONZALEZ MELLIZO, DG JUST and Giulia LARATO, EACEA 



• Importance of the Charter as main point of 
reference for the protection of fundamental 
rights in the EU

• Commission commitment to support its use and 
awareness through the CERV programme 

• Call objectives: 
• 1) to build the capacity of civil society 

organisations and their awareness of the Charter 
and support them in carrying out activities to 
ensure that the Charter is upheld 

• 2) to support the objectives of a thriving, safe and 
enabling civic space

• The call will contribute to the implementation of 
the 2020 Charter Strategy and 2025 EU Strategy 
for Civil Society (European Democracy Package)

Background of the CHAR LITI call 2026



1. Raising awareness of and building capacity for the EU Charter of  Fundamental Rights 

(CERV-2026-CHAR-LITI-CHARTER)

2. Promoting an enabling civic space (CERV-2026-CHAR-LITI-CIVIC)

Each application shall address only ONE topic

Two topics

Budget per topic

CERV-2026-CHAR-LITI-CHARTER EUR 9 500 000 

CERV-2026-CHAR-LITI-CIVIC EUR 16 500 000 

*We reserve the right not to award all available funds or to redistribute them between the call priorities, depending on 

the proposals received and the results of the evaluation. 



The Charter calls: a successful uptake

2022

• 2 priorities 
(CHARTER, 
LITIGATION)
EU budget: EUR 2M
70 proposals
11 projects funded

2023

• 5 priorities 
(CHARTER, CIVIC, 
LITIGATION, SPEECH, 
WHISTLE)
EU budget: EUR 16M
236 proposals
37 projects funded

2024

• Same priorities
EU budget : EUR 16M
570 proposals
33 projects funded 

2025

• Same priorities
EU budget: EUR 18M 
547 proposals
39 projects to be 
funded 

2026

• 2 priorities 
(CHARTER, CIVIC)
EU budget: EUR 26M



call

document

Call opening

21 May 
2026

Call deadline 
Please see

the call 
document 

Evaluation 
Oct. 2026 – 
Feb. 2027 

Information to 
applicants

March 2027

GA
Signature

June 2027

Indicative timeline

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_cerv-2026-char-liti_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_cerv-2026-char-liti_en.pdf


• Two topics (CHARTER, CIVIC)

• Capping rule (one application per coordinator)

• 45 page limitation for Part B (Description of the action)

Novelties of the 2026 call



Priority 1: Capacity-building 
and awareness-raising on the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights

POTURNIAK Urszula, DG JUST



• In its Charter strategy, the Commission acknowledges that capacity-building is central for helping 

civil society organisations and human rights defenders assist people in using fundamental rights.

• This strand seeks to fund projects which aim at promoting a good understanding of the rights 

enshrined in the Charter and of the situations in which the Charter applies:

• According to its Article 51, the Charter is applicable to Member States only when they are implementing EU law. This differs 

from the usual applicability of national constitutional provisions and international human rights instruments.

• Projects can focus on the scope of application of the Charter and/or on the contents of an individual Charter right and/or several 

fundamental rights. 

• Projects addressing Article 45 may cover ‘Freedom of movement and of residence’, as grandfathered in the Agreement on the 

withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic 

Energy Community.

• Projects are intended to raise the fundamental rights knowledge of relevant actors. Building on the 

central role of civil society organisations and human rights defenders, projects could involve national, 

regional and local authorities as partners (co-applicants), with the aim of supporting joint capacity 

building and awareness raising efforts. 

Supporting the Charter's implementation 
through capacity-building and awareness-raising



• Capacity-building and awareness-raising activities to increase knowledge on and use of the 

Charter, especially on its scope of application and the rights it contains;

• Facilitating cooperation between civil society and other key partners in enforcing the Charter, such 

as NHRIs, equality bodies, ombuds institutions and Member State authorities (at national, regional and 

local levels);

• Mutual learning, exchange of good practices, development of working and learning methods, 

fundamental rights impact assessment guidelines, and programmes that may be transferable to other 

countries;

• Training and train-the-trainer activities, including guidance and learning tools; 

• Communication activities, including dissemination of information and awareness-raising about 

fundamental rights and redress mechanisms;

• Analytical activities, such as sex-disaggregated data collection and research, and the creation of 

tools or databases (e.g. thematic databases of fundamental rights jurisprudence).

Which are the expected results? 



Priority 2: Promoting rights and 
values by empowering the civic 
space 

Elena HAIG, DG JUST 



• EU Strategy for Civil Society adopted in November 2025, as part of its Democracy Package

• Recognising the crucial importance of civil society organisations, and the diverse roles they play across our 
society and across several sectors, ranging from awareness-raising, education, providing support or services, 
policy monitoring and advocacy.

• They strengthen social cohesion and preparedness, enhance policymaking, and ensure that the voices of 
affected communities are heard.

• The engagement of such organisations is also a crucial element in the system of democratic checks and balances 
and the promotion and safeguarding of EU values.

• Recognising the need to enable them in their work, to foster meaningful engagement with CSOs, to ensure they 
are better protected and supported in their roles, and that their fundamental rights are not threatened and 
attacked.

Commission policy: safe, enabling and thriving 
civic space

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2660


Civil society organisations and human rights defenders still report a range 
of challenges, obstacles and restrictions across Member States, which 
limit their ability to carry out their activities:

Commission policy: safe, enabling and thriving 
civic space



• 2022 Annual Charter report, A thriving civic space for upholding fundamental rights 
in the EU, 2020 Strategy to strengthen the application of the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights in the EU, Annual Rule of law reports, Pillar IV: check and balances – the 
framework for civil society, Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) work on civic space

• In 2023, the Commission followed up on the Charter report in a series of seminars 
and a final Conference. Participants to these events identified in the final report”

• several areas where actions by both Member States and EU institutions, including the European 
Commission, would be recommended; and

• overarching principles that are regarded as fundamental preconditions for an effective approach 
to promoting and protecting thriving civic space

Commission policy: safe, enabling and thriving 
civic space

https://commission.europa.eu/document/688807ed-a1a5-4526-a8b2-9d89dd47911c_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/688807ed-a1a5-4526-a8b2-9d89dd47911c_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0711&qid=1608047356199
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0711&qid=1608047356199
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/rule-law-mechanism_en
https://fra.europa.eu/fr/cooperation/civil-society/civil-society-space
https://commission.europa.eu/document/cf9f7211-32d8-4ee8-87ff-b91866235231_en
https://commission.europa.eu/news/thriving-civic-space-upholding-fundamental-rights-eu-framework-future-action-2023-11-16_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/90e15f95-0c5d-466d-95e0-d324d6c55f57_en?filename=Final%20Report%20-%20A%20thriving%20civic%20space%20for%20upholding%20fundamental%20rights%20in%20the%20EU.pdf


The 2024-2029 Political Guidelines state that the Commission will  “step up our engagement with civil 
society organisations that have expertise and an important role to play in defending specific societal 
issues and upholding human rights” and that “we must ensure civil society is better protected in its 
work”

➢The Commission adopted the first-ever EU Civil Society Strategy in November 2025, to engage with, 
protect, support and empower civil society organisations, setting up a framework for action how to do 
so at EU and national level. 

➢See here the press release, factsheet and full text of the Strategy.

The EU Civil Society Strategy 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2660
https://commission.europa.eu/document/e67be80d-5af1-4c55-af39-8156a2ed7db9_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2025%3A790%3AFIN&qid=1762962291274


• With the EU Strategy for Civil Society, the Commission is stepping up its engagement with civil society, and will 
further support and protect civil society organisations in their work. The Strategy proposes concrete actions at 
EU and national level.

• The strategy covers three key objectives:

• To strengthen effective and meaningful engagement with civil society as a partner in governance

• To ensure an open, safe and enabling civic space by providing support and protection to civil society 
organisations 

• To support civil society organisations with adequate, sustainable and transparent funding

What does the Strategy cover, what are its 
objectives?



1. MONITORING: creation of a systematic and comprehensive monitoring system to 
regularly and consistently monitor the environment in which civil society 
organisations work in the national contexts

• Aligning with existing indicators, e.g. the Fundamental Rights Agency indicators about the 
shrinking civic space  and of internal organisations’ data 

• and in particular of breaches of CSOs and rights defenders’ fundamental rights.

2. PROVIDING SUPPORT SERVICES: to CSOs and their members under attack: legal, 
practical (medical, psychological, family, etc.) support.

• could aim to provide an overview of existing protection mechanisms at national level or create 
platforms or tools to centralise information for relevant support services

How would the projects support the Commission work 
on civic space?



• As part of this priority, the call will also focus on building capacity of civil society actors on the 
enforcement and strategic litigation of fundamental rights, including in response against Strategic 
Lawsuits against Public Participation (SLAPPs). 

• Strategic litigators are key to fostering the promotion and protection of Charter rights, and proposals 
should aim to strengthening their capacity and specialised knowledge on the Charter and on how to 
develop a strategic approach to cases

• Proposals can, separately civic space-related proposals, cover activities which: 

• advance the enforcement of the Charter and build the capacity of CSOs to develop strategic 
approaches to cases, including on targeting SLAPPs in a strategic manner. 

• Support and provide assistance to victims of strategic litigation, in particular as provided by civil 
society organisations, NHRIs and equality bodies and Ombuds institutions

NEW – Strategic Litigation priority integrated in CIVIC 



• Increased awareness based on sound evidence;

• Cooperation and networks among the actors protecting the civic space; 

• Dialogue and reporting on the situation of the civic space,  increased public attention 

to it, and the development of positive narratives on CSOs and HRDs;

• Increased protection of CSOs, their members and HRDs;

• Increased reporting of attacks and targeted responses to such attacks;

• Increased resilience of CSOs and HRDs against threats and attacks, including online.

Which are the expected results?



• Improved capacity and ability of CSOs, NHRIs, equality bodies, legal professionals, practitioners, ombuds 
institutions, and other human rights defenders to develop and implement litigation strategies, and strategic 
litigation approaches;

•  Increased awareness of the use of clearly unfounded or abusive court proceedings against journalists and 
human rights defenders (strategic lawsuits against public participation or SLAPP). 

• Support and provide assistance to victims of strategic litigation, in particular as provided by civil society 
organisations, NHRIs and equality bodies and Ombuds institutions

Strategic Litigation – expected results?



Eligibility and admissibility criteria

Maïté VANWESEMAEL, EACEA



Who is eligible to apply?

✓ Coordinator: non-profit private body (EU)

✓ Co-applicants: non-profit or profit public or private bodies (EU)

✓ Single applicant or consortium

✓ Beneficiaries must be formally established in an EU Member State (including 

overseas countries and territories (OCTs) ! 



Other eligibility conditions

✓ Activities must take place in any of the eligible countries !

✓ The EU grant applied for cannot be lower than EUR 75 000

✓ The lead applicant (i.e. Coordinator) cannot submit more than one application under this 
call for proposals, across all topics/priorities. 
✓ In case of multiple proposals submitted by the same lead applicant, all the proposals 

will be rejected and will not be evaluated further. (capping rule)
✓ On the other hand, the same organisation may participate in multiple proposals as a 

co-applicant (i.e. "Partner"). 

✓ The project can be either national or transnational; the application may involve one or 
more organisations (lead applicant and co-applicants)



• Available budget : EUR 26 000 000

• Project duration: between 12 and 24 months

• Project budget: min: EUR 75 000 (eligibility criterion) – max: no limit

• Co-financing: the maximum funding rate is 90%

• Budget-based mixed actual cost grant 

• Budget categories and cost eligibility rules - see Call document

Key information

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_cerv-2026-char-liti_en.pdf


The submission process

Giulia LARATO – EACEA



EU Funding and Tenders Portal

EU Funding & Tenders Portal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


First step: register your organisation

Create your EU login account Register your organisation

 

Create and submit your proposal

1 2 3(Participant 

Identification 

Code-PIC)



Participant Register



Identification

Organisation data

Authorised users

(e.g. Legal name, VAT number)

(e.g. Name, e-mail address of the 
self-registrant and the back-up)

Participant Identification Code (PIC) 
in a “declared” status

How to register as Participant

Registration completed

Legal information 



Two scenarios: 

Organisation with declared PIC

• In case the self-registrant left the organisation and no one has access to a declared PIC, 
you need to create a new PIC and inform the Central Validation Service (Messages - IT How 
To - Funding Tenders Opportunities)

Organisation with validated PIC

• If the LEAR is not available anymore and there are no Account Administrators, a new LEAR 
needs to be appointed – LEAR recovery procedure

Unable to access the Participant Register

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/spaces/IT/pages/8912965/Messages
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/spaces/IT/pages/8912965/Messages
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/spaces/IT/pages/8912965/Messages
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/spaces/IT/pages/8912965/Messages
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/spaces/IT/pages/8912965/Messages
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/spaces/IT/pages/8912965/Messages
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/urf/lear-recovery/request/?ticket=ST-15678217-IG77qRC4kT4pnvzuWJ5hSmmWLN2gvdzMLrvzyLk05gGmup0oijqnxgm2bOhBG10vGpYD9in5MbivuwyMfx3PvAm-POMaLlcnzRyYVLchi1nmYa-fTzgf4q0dZHqDzPoooT05H5P1FG636qZztfkgT8jm5DQzh9JRxZKj4ktIGuAEHIse2aCKU2CJ8AworDgvIzm2AM


Second step: selecting the CHAR-LITI 20226 Call and topic

2 TOPICS

CERV-2026-CHAR-LITI-CHARTER
CERV-2026-CHAR-LITI-CIVIC



The page of the topic (CHARTER/CIVIC)

When you are ready, click on 

‘Start submission’

Read the Call document carefully

before starting your application



Roles of organisations in a consortium

❑ Core project participants: Coordinator and other beneficiaries sign the Grant 

Agreement (GA) and Accession forms. They collectively contribute to a successful 

implementation of the project (i.e. implement their part of the action properly, comply 

with their own obligations, etc.). Charge costs to the grant. 

❑ Affiliated entities: Entities with a legal or capital link to a beneficiary (which is 

neither limited to the action nor established for the sole purpose of its 

implementation). They implement parts of the action tasks and are allowed to charge 

costs directly to the grant (art. 8 GA). 

❑ Associated partners: May implement action tasks, but in contrast to affiliated 

entities they do not need to have a capital or legal link to a beneficiary. Cost incurred 

by associated partners can NOT be declared as eligible cost (art. 9.1 GA).



Starting the submission

Add the Coordinator first



Starting the submission



Adding other organisations (if any)

Add other Partners, 

Affiliated entities and 

Associated partners (if any)



Part A – General Info



Part A – Declarations



Part A – Participants

Most information are pre-filled from the first screens and read-only here. Please add 

here information related to the Department (if applicable)

Test

Test

Test

Test



Part A – Budget

The EU grant requested cannot be 

lower than EUR 75 000 



Part A

Useful information to navigate the Forms of Part A:

• Errors and warnings will be listed at the end of the form. 

Error fields will be highlighted in red, whereas warnings will be highlighted in yellow. 

Pay attention to warnings in yellow, as they may point to eligibility issues.

• When filling the form, if you need a clarification about a section you can click on the question 

mark buttons           to see a text explaining about what to provide for that field/section. 



Application overview

Part B – 

Mandatory annex

Part A
Part C

Supporting

documents

To check errors/warnings



Part B

Max 45 pages! 

Excess pages will be blancked out

Other requirements: 

❖ minimum font size — Arial 9 

points 

❖ page size: A4 

❖ margins (top, bottom, left and 

right): at least 15 mm (not 

including headers & footers) 

❖ do not use hyperlinks to show 

information that is an essential 

part of your application.

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Part C

Select one main activity

type for your project 

(even if there are several)

Fill in the target number of 

persons to be reached



How to retrieve your proposal

To access a saved draft proposal, click on the Actions button next to the proposal and select Edit Draft.
 
You can modify an already submitted proposal, but only until the deadline.



Please make sure your application is compliant with :

❖ Eligibility criteria (see section 6 Call document) 

❖ Admissibility criteria:

o Proposals must be submitted before the call deadline and electronically via the 

Funding & Tenders Portal Electronic Submission System;

o Using the forms provided inside the Submission System;

o Proposals must be complete and contain all the requested information and all 

required annexes (Part A, Part B – 45 pages, Part C);

o The inclusion of the Supporting documents listed in Section 5 of the Call document 

is strongly encouraged.  

Final checks before submitting



❖Make sure that the organisations included in Part A are the same as those 

listed in Part B and their role is explained clearly;

❖ The budget amounts in Part A match those indicated in the Resources tables 

per Work Package in Part B;

❖Make sure your proposal is complete (e.g. all parts duly filled in, clearly 

presented, consistent information among the different sections) – missing 

sections may have a negative impact on the score.

Final checks before submitting



• CERV Regulation

• Work Programme 2026-2027

• Annotated Grant Agreement

Available in this page:

• Standard application form (in pdf)

• Model grant agreement and contract

• Reporting templates

Reference documents

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/692/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/692/oj/eng
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7407c47d-d261-4dd3-82c8-b2da4fe65492_en?filename=CERV%20WORK%20PROGRAMME%202026-2027.PDF
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7407c47d-d261-4dd3-82c8-b2da4fe65492_en?filename=CERV%20WORK%20PROGRAMME%202026-2027.PDF
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7407c47d-d261-4dd3-82c8-b2da4fe65492_en?filename=CERV%20WORK%20PROGRAMME%202026-2027.PDF
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7407c47d-d261-4dd3-82c8-b2da4fe65492_en?filename=CERV%20WORK%20PROGRAMME%202026-2027.PDF
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7407c47d-d261-4dd3-82c8-b2da4fe65492_en?filename=CERV%20WORK%20PROGRAMME%202026-2027.PDF
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7407c47d-d261-4dd3-82c8-b2da4fe65492_en?filename=CERV%20WORK%20PROGRAMME%202026-2027.PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents


• Helpdesk & support on the F&T

• Online manual

• National Contact Points 

• EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu →  please put “CHAR-LITI” in the subject of your email

User support 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks?callType=1&programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43251589
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks?callType=1&programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43251589
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks?callType=1&programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43251589
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu


Q&A session



Serena IANNIELLO – EACEA

How to prepare a good proposal

Financial aspects



A. Personnel Costs

B. Subcontracting Costs

C. Purchase Costs

D. Other Costs Categories

E. Indirect Costs

Budget Categories 



• A.1 Employees

• A.2 Natural persons under direct contract

• A.3 Seconded persons

• A.4 SME Owners and natural person beneficiaries

• A.5 Volunteers

A. Personnel Costs



A.2 and A.3 Costs for natural persons working under a direct contract other 

than an employment contract and, costs for seconded persons by a third party 

against payment are eligible as personnel costs if:

(a) they work under conditions similar to those of an employee

   and

(b) the result of the work belongs to the beneficiary (unless agreed otherwise).



A.4 The work of SME owners and natural person beneficiaries may be 

declared as personnel costs

This budget category covers the costs of two types of persons:

- Persons who are directly owners or co-owners (regardless of their 

percentage of ownership) of the beneficiary, if the beneficiary is an SME 

and the person is not an employee of the beneficiary. 

- Beneficiaries who are natural persons; i.e. who signed the Grant 

Agreement on her/his own name as individuals, not on behalf of another 

legal person (e.g. a company).



A.5 The work of volunteers for the action (i.e. persons who freely work for an 

organisation, on a non-compulsory basis and without being paid)

The total costs declared under this category:

• may not exceed the maximum amount for volunteers for the action 

(which corresponds to 50% of the total (ineligible and eligible) project costs 

and contributions estimated in the proposal)

• may not exceed the maximum amount for volunteers for each beneficiary 

set out in Annex 2a 

• may not make the maximum EU contribution to costs higher than the 

total eligible costs without volunteers.



unit-cost-decision-

volunteers_en.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-volunteers_en.pdf


Subcontracting (Article 6.2.B) ≠ Implementation contracts (Article 6.2.C) 

• Subcontracting concerns the implementation of ‘action tasks’, i.e. parts of 

the project tasks that have been outsourced

• Coordination tasks cannot be subcontracted

• Rules to apply for the award of contracts:

o best value for money (or if appropriate the lowest price)

o ensure they are no conflict of interests between your organisation and the company 

providing you the service

B. Subcontracting Costs



Can we hire contractors from outside of the EU?

Article 6 -  Eligible and ineligible costs
To be eligible all costs must meet the eligibility conditions set out in 
Article 6, and in particular they must comply with the applicable 
national law on taxes, labour and social security (..).

Article 11 — Proper implementation of the action
The beneficiaries must implement the action (…) in compliance with 
the provisions of the Agreement, the call conditions and all legal 
obligations under applicable EU, international and national law.

Proposals must relate to activities taking place in the eligible countries 

(EU member States and OCTs). 



C.1 Travel & Subsistance:

Travel

Accommodation

 Subsistence

C.2 Equipment

C.3 Other goods, works and services

C. Purchase costs



C.1 Travel and subsistence costs:

This budget category covers travels needed for the action, broken down in the 

following subcategories:

- Travel

- Accommodation

- Subsistence

Commission Decision of 12 January 2021 (amended on 31 July 2024)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf








All distances to be measured using the rail calculator or flight calculator 

Calculate unit costs for eligible travel costs - European Commission 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-and-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en










C.2 Equipment:

Purchases of equipment, infrastructure or other assets used for the action 

must be declared as depreciation costs.

Only the portion of the costs that corresponds to the rate of actual use for the 

action during the action duration can be taken into account.

Costs for renting or leasing equipment, infrastructure or other assets are also 

eligible, if they do not exceed the depreciation costs of similar equipment, 

infrastructure or assets and do not include any financing fees.



C.3 Other goods, works and services:

This budget category covers the costs for goods and services that were 

purchased for the action, such as:

- costs for consumables and supplies

- communication and dissemination costs 

- costs related to intellectual property rights (IPR)

- costs for certificates on financial statements (CFS) and certificates on 

methodology (CoMUC; where necessary)

- costs for financial guarantees (only if required by the granting authority)



This budget category covers all costs 

for the action that are not directly 

linked to it (i.e. overheads)

Indirect costs are declared as a fixed 

flat-rate

E. Indirect Costs



General Costs Eligibility Conditions

Actually incurred 
Incurred during the 

project lifetime
Incurred in connection 

with the action

Identifiable and 
verifiable

Comply with national 
law

Reasonable, justified 
and compliant with 
sound financial 

management (economy 
and efficiency)



• personnel costs:

o SME owner/natural person unit cost: 

Yes

o volunteers unit cost: Yes (without 

indirect costs)

• travel and subsistence unit cost: Yes

• equipment costs: depreciation

• other cost categories:

o costs for financial support to 

third parties: Not Allowed

• indirect cost flat-rate: 7% of 

the eligible direct costs

• VAT: non-deductible VAT is eligible

• in-kind contributions for free are 

allowed, but cost-neutral, i.e. they cannot 

be declared as cost

• kick-off meeting’s costs: Yes

• project websites’ costs: No

• other ineligible costs: No

Specific Cost Eligibility Conditions for this Call



Serena IANNIELLO – EACEA

How to prepare a good proposal

Tips



• Make very clear the link between the call objectives and your project activities

• For CHARTER proposals: pay attention to chose topics and areas of actions where the 

the Charter is applicable to Member States, i.e. when they are implementing EU law. 

• For CIVIC proposals: make sure that the project focuses on the reporting, monitoring, 

and protection of civic space, and not on civic participation. 

Tips for preparing a proposal



• Consortium size and project’s scope: bigger projects and numerous countries 

involved do not necessarily mean impact, often the effect is the opposite as bigger 

projects fail to address national specificities.

• Build on existing partnerships as far as possible.

• Build on existing good practice: think of past successful activities which can be 

promoted in other countries to continue previously successful projects

• Define clear/specific target group/s and address their related needs; 

• Replicable to other groups, contexts, countries. 

• Encourage cooperation between different types of actors, eg CSOs and other 

actors including public authorities, law enforcement, etc.  

Tips for preparing a good proposal



• Submit a complete application, by filling in all the sections, for example the Resources 

tables per WP of Part B.

• Illustrate clearly the consortium member/s and make sure that the related information in 

Part A and Part B are consistent (e.g. list of affiliated entities and/or associated partners). 

• Define a budget that is well-tailored to the activities (realistic staff costs, purchase costs in 

line with the actual tasks, etc.).

• Make sure that the figures in the Resources tables per WP in Part B match with the total 

costs of the budget table in Part A.

• Follow the Commission decision on Unit costs, to calculate travel, accommodation and 

subsistence costs.

Tips for preparing a good proposal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/unit-cost-decision-travel_en.pdf


The Evaluation process
• The award criteria

• Ethics and EU values 

Joseph-Lynn Micallef – EACEA



The evaluation process

Checks against 

eligibility, 

admissibility 

and exclusion 

criteria

Award criteria 

and operational 

capacity 

assessement

Appointment of 

an evaluation 

committee

Ranking list of 

proposals

Assisted by 

Individual 

External 

Experts



Award criteria – Scoring (100 points)



• Relevance to the priorities and objectives of the call

• Robust needs assessment

• Clearly defined target group 

• Contribution to the EU strategic and legislative context

• European/transnational dimension 

• Potential to develop mutual trust and cross-border cooperation

• Transfer of good practices 

• Potential synergies and avoidance of duplication

Award criteria – Relevance (40 points)



• Clarity and consistency of the project

• Methodology for implementation

• Consortium and project teams operational capacity

• Organisation of work, allocation of resources and time schedule

• Ethical issues

• Financial feasibility and;

• Cost-effectiveness

Award criteria – Quality (40 points)



• Ambition and expected short, medium and long-term impact of results on 
target groups/public 

• Communication and Dissemination strategy

• Positive multiplier effect

• Long-term impact and sustainability

Award Criteria – Impact (20 points)



• Section 5.1 of the Part B of the 
application form

• Gender and non-discrimination 
mainstreaming

• Privacy/data protection issues

• Children protection 

• Adherence to EU values

Ethics and EU values



Gender and nondiscrimination 
mainstreaming

Projects must seek to:

• promote gender equality and non-discrimination mainstreaming 

• contribute to the equal empowerment of women and men. They should also seek to reduce levels of 
discrimination suffered by particular groups (as well as those at risk of multiple discrimination) and to 
improve equality outcomes for individuals. 

• integrate gender and non-discrimination considerations and target a gender-balanced representation 
in project teams and activities. → data collected should be broken down by sex (sex-disaggregated 
data), disability or age whenever possible. 



Criterion 1: Relevance:

Include a gender perspective in 
the needs assessment.

Make sure gender sensitive 
aspects are taken into account in 
the choice and definition of the 
target groups

Criterion 2: Quality

Take into account gender 
perspective in the design of the 
methodology

Integrate the gender perspective 
in the monitoring and evaluation 
strategy

Criterion 3: Impact

If relevant, explain if the results of 
the projects would help to 
promote gender quality

Make sure the dissemination 
strategy is sensitive to the target 
audience’s gender

Gender mainstreaming

Must also be addressed under the following award criteria:



Resources for your consideration

Gender Mainstreaming Toolkit
Gender statistics and indicators
Gender evaluation 
Gender monitoring 
Gender analysis 
Gender awareness-raising

https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/gender-impact-assessment/guide-gender-impact-assessment
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/gender-impact-assessment/guide-gender-impact-assessment
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/gender-impact-assessment/guide-gender-impact-assessment
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-statistics-indicators
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-evaluation
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-monitoring
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-analysis
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-awareness-raising
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-awareness-raising
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/methods-tools/gender-awareness-raising


Children protection

Child rights approach!

Children’s perspective → the project should address children as rights holders and 
should ensure their participation in the design and implementation of the project. 

If you will have direct contacts with children → Child Protection Policy → Keeping 
Children Safe Child Safeguarding Standards.

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/f53f19ef-c655-4d63-91e5-db4fee59ca3e_en?filename=KCS-CS-Standards-ENG-200218.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/f53f19ef-c655-4d63-91e5-db4fee59ca3e_en?filename=KCS-CS-Standards-ENG-200218.pdf


Child protection policy
General principles
The Standards are based on the following set of principles:

• All children have equal rights to protection from harm

• Everybody has a responsibility to support the protection 
of children

• Organisations have a duty of care to children with whom 
they work, are in contact with, or who are affected by 
their work and operations

• If organisations work with partners they have a 
responsibility to help partners meet the minimum 
requirements on protection

• All actions on child safeguarding are taken in the best 
interests of the child which are paramount.



Adherence to EU values

Outline measures to be taken and the policies in place to guarantee full compliance with the EU values mentioned in Article 2 of the 
Treaty on the European Union and Article 21 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Article 21 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

…Any discrimination based on any ground such as sex, race, 
colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic features, language, religion 
or belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a national 
minority, property, birth, disability, age or sexual orientation shall 
be prohibited. …Within the scope of application of the Treaties 
and without prejudice to any of their specific provisions, any 
discrimination on grounds of nationality shall be prohibited.

Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union

…The Union is founded on the values of respect for human 
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights, including the rights of persons 
belonging to minorities…



Q&A session



National Contact Points for the 
CERV Programme

Nena BIBICA, CERV NCP Slovenia



,

f

1



Our Mission

•  INFORMATION: providing information about the programme & its 
funding opportunities and about the policy initiatives in the areas 
covered by the programme.

• SUPPORT: facilitating the match-making between potential partner 
entities on a transnational level; supporting applicants during the 
application process.

• ADVICE: facilitating the participation of stakeholders and giving advice 
to applicants; increasing the capacity of stakeholders to take part in the 
programme.

• DISSEMINATION: dissemination of best practice projects; increasing 
knowledge and awareness of programme results.



CERV Project Partner Search (by NCPs)

The CERV Project Partner Search by NCPs enables you to share your 
project proposals, ideas, or interests in preparation for upcoming 
CERV funding calls. This allows potential participants and partners 
from all programme countries to find and connect with you!

LINK:

https://qrco.de/CERVps

https://qrco.de/CERVps




CERV Citizens’ Forums

• Learn about current CERV calls

• Receive direct support from the CERV NCPs

• Present your project idea and moderate a break-out room

• Expand your project team and create synergies

• Participate in break-out rooms initiated by other participants

• Join projects in the making

• Create new projects and project applications

REGISTRATION:

https://qrco.de/CERV-forum

https://qrco.de/CERV-forum
https://qrco.de/CERV-forum
https://qrco.de/CERV-forum






Q&A session



EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu  

Please put “CHAR-LITI” in the subject of your email

mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu


EACEA 
Newsletter 

Subscribe now and stay up to 
date!

https://link.europa.eu/DnDKXP


Thank you for your attention
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