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CIV journey 

CIV22 call outcomes
• € 19 Mil available for funding
• 168 submitted proposals
• 79 awarded grants
• € 240.000 average EU grant amount
• Link to CIV22 projects

CIV23 call outcomes
• € 24.5 Mil available for funding
• 450 submitted proposals
• 88 awarded grants
• € 290.000 average EU grant amount
• Link to CIV23 projects

CIV25 call outcomes
• € 33 Mil available for funding
• 890 submitted proposals
• 111 awarded grants
• € 297.000 average EU grant amount
• Link to CIV25 projects

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=10&sortBy=title&isExactMatch=true&topicAbbreviation=CERV-2022-CITIZENS-CIV
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=10&sortBy=title&isExactMatch=true&topicAbbreviation=CERV-2023-CITIZENS-CIV
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-results?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=10&sortBy=title&isExactMatch=true&topicAbbreviation=CERV-2025-CITIZENS-CIV


#CIV26



CERV overview, CIV26 
policy initiatives, 
objectives, priorities 
expected impact
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WHAT: To protect and promote rights and
values as enshrined in the EU Treaties and the
EU Charter

By supporting open, rights-based, democratic,
equal and inclusive societies based on the rule
of law

WHO: by supporting civil society organisations
+ public authorities & other stakeholders,

HOW: Funding through grants (operational
and action grants, including cascading grants),
prizes, procurement, indirect management

Union values strand

Equality, Rights and Gender 
Equality strand 

Citizens' engagement and 
participation strand

Daphne strand 

CERV programme – objectives and Strands
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CERV 2021-2027

Protect and promote 
Union values by 

providing financial 
support to civil society 
organisations, active at 
local, regional, national 
and transnational level.

Union Values

-promote rights, non-discrimination, 
equality, including gender equality, and 
advance gender and non-discrimination 

mainstreaming

-combating racism, xenophobia and all 
forms of intolerance

-protect and promote the rights of the 
child

-protect and promote the rights of 
people with disabilities

-protect and promote EU citizenship 
rights and the right to the protection of 

personal data

Equality and rights

-raise awareness of the 
common European history

-promote citizens’ 
engagement and 

participation in the 
democratic life of 

the Union

-promote exchanged 
between citizens of 

different Mmember states

Citizens’ 
engagement

-preventing and combating 
gender based violence 

against women and girls and 
domestic violence

-preventing and combating 
all forms of violence against 
children, young people and 

other groups at risk

-supporting and protecting 
victims

Daphne

Budget over € 1.5 billion
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CERV Work Programme 2026-2027

• Final WP of this MFF, drawing on lessons learned from interim 
evaluation, feedback from stakeholders and extensive consultation

• Covers the final two years of the MFF

• Significantly increased financial envelope for this final period: around 
581 million euros for 2026–2027

• 18 calls for proposals: including operating & direct grants

• For each of the calls: the objective, the priorities covered and expected 
results to achieve; 

• Priorities of the CIV call under the WP

WP and Call planning published online



Call CIV26 - Supported policy initiative:

European Democracy Shield

• Strategic approach to safeguard, strengthen and promote democracy in the EU

• EU’s response to withstand internal and external pressures on our democratic systems

• Empowering Europeans in whole-of-society approach

• New measures in 3 priority areas:

➢ Reinforcing situational awareness and support response capacity to safeguard 
the integrity of the information space 

➢ Strengthening democratic institutions, free and fair elections and free and 
independent media 

➢ Boosting societal resilience and citizens’ engagement

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025JC0791


Safeguarding the integrity of the information space

• Countering foreign information manipulation and interference (FIMI) and 
disinformation campaigns

• Building on existing EU legal acquis such as Digital Services Act, AI Act, Regulation on 
Political Advertising

• Examples of actions
• DSA incidents and crisis protocol: coordination among MS in case of transnational 

information operations, may be suppoerted by European Centre for Democratic 
Resilience and its stakeholder platform.

• DSA Code of Conduct on Disinformation with measures to mitigate disinformation 
related risks

• European Network of Fact-Checkers to boost fact-checking capacity in all EU official 
languages, espsecially during situations such as elections, health emergencies or natural
disasters. Its work will contribute to the Stakeholder Platform of the European Centre for 
Democratic Resilience.



Stronger democratic institutions, free and fair 
elections and free and independent media I

Strengthening the fairness and integrity of electoral and other democratic processes

• Examples of actions

• Reinforced cooperation with Member States under European Cooperation Network on 
Elections (ECNE): repository of common references and standards for electoral 
processes, encourage peer-to-peer exchange, mutual voluntary assistance.

• EU candidate countries and potential candidates are regularly targeted by electoral 
interference, will be more closely associated with ECNE.

• Guidance on responsible use of AI in electoral processes

• Voluntary EU network of influencers

• Commission will support common work with Member States on transparency and 
integrity of funding in politics

• Recommendation on safety in politics

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/democracy-eu-citizenship-anti-corruption/democracy-and-electoral-rights/european-cooperation-network-elections_en


Stronger democratic institutions, free and fair 
elections and free and independent media II

Strengthening resilience of free and independent media

• Examples of actions

• Review of Audio-Visual Media Services Directive and of Directive on copyright in the 
digital single market

• Media Resilience Programme and stronger Creative Europe funds to invest in viability of 
independent and local journalism.

• Review of the Anti-Slapp Recommendation 

• High-level event on combating strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPP) to 
support the review of the Recommendation

• "Safe harbour" (guidelines) for journalists, researchers and CSOs active in analysing the 
information environment

• New mandate and composition of the expert group against SLAPPs to foster support for 
victims

• Support to exiled independent journalists and media outlets who are working from 
within the EU and its neighborhood.



Boosting societal resilience and citizens’ engagement

Citizenship education and skills for democracy

• Examples of actions

• Measures in the field of education, e.g. updated guidelines for teachers and educators 
on disinformation and digital literacy

• Media Resilience Programme: new actions to support media literacy reaching all age 
categories 

• EU democracy guide for citizens to promote citizens’ awareness of their democratic 
rights under EU law and policy frameworks.

Promoting citizens’ engagement and participation

• Examples of actions

• Reinforcing a network of national authorities on citizens participation, with training 
package and a multilingual portal for resources at EU level

• Support to European civic tech hub (e.g. digital hub, hackathon)
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CIV 26 Call for proposals – objectives 
section 2 in call doc.

• In line with the Shield, the call aims to empower strong and resilient democracies by supporting 
initiatives that: 
➢ reinforce situational awareness and support response capacity to safeguard the integrity of 

the information space; 
➢ strengthen democratic institutions, free and fair elections and free and independent media 

and 
➢ Boost societal resilience and citizens’ engagement.

• The call aims to support projects directly involving citizens. 

• Projects should support democratic participation, including by stimulating and organizing 
reflection, debates or other activities. They should also propose practical solutions that can be 
implemented through cooperation or coordination at European level, support the sharing of good 
practices, and ensure a practical link with the policymaking process.

• Each project application under the call must address only one of the following priorities/TOPICs:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_cerv-2026-citizens-civ_en.pdf
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CIV 26 – Priorities 

1. Supporting free, fair and inclusive electoral processes (focusing on information about 
elections and electoral rights, especially for mobile EU citizens, in full respect of Member 
States’ competences in organising elections).

• Sub-priority 1.1 – MAIN FOCUS CSO (Civil Society Organisations)
• Sub-priority 1.2 – MAIN FOCUS PUBLIC BODIES AT NATIONAL LEVEL COMPETENT IN 

ELECTORAL MATTERS

2. Promoting citizens’ active engagement and democratic participation in public policymaking, 
beyond elections, as well as broader civic engagement. 

• Sub-priority 2.1 – MAIN FOCUS CSO 
• Sub-priority 2.2 – MAIN FOCUS PUBLIC BODIES AT LOCAL OR REGIONAL LEVEL

3. Countering the spread of disinformation and foreign information manipulation and 
interference (FIMI) in the democratic debate and processes
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CIV 26 Expected impact – Priority 1 

Priority 1 - Supporting free, fair and inclusive electoral processes

• Increased awareness about electoral rights. 
• Strengthened democratic participation, esp. inclusion of different groups and reaching citizens 

not active in democratic participation.
• Safer political environment for candidates and elected representatives. 
• More responsible use of new technologies, notably AI, in electoral processes. 
• More transparency and accountable funding in politics. 
• More resilient electoral processes. 
• Increase awareness about the Regulation on political advertising.
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CIV 26 Expected impact – Priority 2 

Priority 2 - Promoting citizens’ active engagement and democratic participation in public 
policymaking

• Increased citizen empowerment 
• Increased active participation of people from different backgrounds in the EU policymaking 

process. 
• Increased knowledge and use by public bodies of consultative/deliberative processes.
• Increased knowledge and use by public bodies of digital, innovative solutions.  
• Increased use of participatory/deliberative exercises in public policymaking allowing lower 

barriers to participation. 
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CIV 26 Expected impact – Priority 3 

Priority 3 - Countering the spread of FIMI

• Increased access for citizens to a diversity of trustworthy information sources, notably online.
• Increased possibility for citizens to express their views and take part to democratic debates in 

an information space which is transparent and safe. 
• Increased support for people’s awareness of manipulative techniques.  
• Increased empowerment for citizens to better recognise artificially manipulated techniques.  
• Increased resilience and preparedness of citizens, particularly those from vulnerable and 

marginalised groups, to critically assess online information and counter disinformation and 
foreign information manipulation and interference (FIMI).



Break

Q&A
#CIV26



Evaluation process
Form of the grant
Admissibility
Eligibility
Award criteria
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Timetable – section 4 in call doc.

2 March 2026

Call publication

October 
2026

Evaluation results

May – Oct
2026

Evaluation

Dec 2026 
Jan 2027

GA signature

Deadline for 
submission (see 

Call doc)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_cerv-2026-citizens-civ_en.pdf
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Call Topic (Priority) Sub-priorities (Panels) Budget

Topic 1 - CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV-
ENGAGEMENT-ELECTIONS

EUR 10 M

Sub-priority 1.1 MAIN FOCUS CSO EUR 6 M
Sub-priority 1.2 MAIN FOCUS PUBLIC BODIES AT 
NATIONAL LEVEL

EUR 4 M

Topic 2 - CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV-
ENGAGEMENT-BEYOND-ELECTIONS

EUR 10 M

Sub-priority 2.1 MAIN FOCUS CSO EUR 6 M
Sub-priority 1.2 MAIN FOCUS PUBLIC BODIES AT 
LOCAL OR REGIONAL LEVEL

EUR 4 M 

Topic 3 - CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV-
ENGAGEMENT-DISINFOFIMI

EUR 10 M

The estimated available call budget is EUR 30 000 000

Structure and budget – section 3 in call doc. 

Funds could be redistributed depending on the proposals received and the results of the evaluation.
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Sections 0 and 6 in call doc *new*

The lead applicant (i.e. Coordinator) cannot submit 
more than one application under this call for 

proposals, across all priorities/topics. 

In case of multiple proposals submitted by the same 
lead applicant, all the proposals will be rejected and 

will not be evaluated further.
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Form of grant - lump sum (LS)
section 10 in call doc. Budget based on pre-fixed LS amounts 

(‘Events’) 

LS established by an EU LS Decision (p.13)

Simplified form of grant

Focus on outputs

1 LS = 1 Work Package

LS parameters:
• In-situ or Online; 
• nr of participants and Nr of countries 

they come from 

Minimum LS parameters to be fulfilled 

Principle of co-financing

You can also use the ‘old’ 
LS budget calculator – to 
help you to build the LS 

budget

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/guidance/ls-decision_cerv_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq/18360?topicIdentifier=CERV-2025-CITIZENS-CIV&topicIdentifierId=CERV-2025-CITIZENS-CIV&isQA=true
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/temp-form/af/calculator_cerv-rem-civ-netw_en.xlsx
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Lump sums – Work Packages
section 10 in call doc.
• 1 lump sum = 1 work package = 1 ‘event’ = one or several 

activities 
• e.g. one WP/’event’ on youth participation in elections

Activities: two focus groups in situ & analysis, mapping, 
research

• An ‘event’ happens within a defined timeframe and can 
include one or several activities (e.g. conferences, 
workshops, trainings, seminars, debates, webinars, 
exhibitions, campaigns, surveys, research etc), aiming at 
gathering people (i.e. involving direct and verifiable 
participation of the target group(s)) to discuss a thematic 
defined in advance. 

• No project management costs, no WP/’event’ on project 
management and coordination 

• Projects should be built around the organisation of several 
WP/‘events’ gathering citizens and/or stakeholders – active 
participation (mandatory for each work package).

• Work packages represent the major subdivisions of a 
project and must be structured coherently to effectively 
realize the project’s concept (described in Part B)

• Double funding is not allowed:
• Direct participants can be counted only once for the 

whole work package/‘event’ even if they participate 
in several activities. 

• Activities involving the same direct participants but 
belonging to different work packages should in 
principle not have overlapping timeframe (i.e. 
taking place on the same/consecutive days). Should 
that occur, the same direct participants must be 
counted only once under one work package. 

• EU officials shall not be counted for the purposes of the 
calculation of the lump sum thresholds
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Standard evaluation procedure
section 8 in call doc. 
• Receipt of proposals

o Admissibility checks, section 5. in call doc. 

o Proposals must be submitted before the deadline for submission (p.15 Call doc)

o Electronic submission, readable, accessible and printable

o Proposals are complete - parts A,B,C(KPI) 

✓ Application Form Part A (including the lump sum budget *NEW*)

✓ Application Form Part B Annex (max 70 pages)

✓ Application Form Part C (KPI tool)

✓ Annexes: List of previous projects, Child Protection Policies (if relevant), Letter of 
Support (for sub-priority 1.2) 

o Eligibility checks, section 6. in call doc.

• The Evaluation Committee, assisted by independent external experts, assesses all applications.
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Eligibility criteria – section 6 in call doc. 
*NEW* eligibility 

requirements 
underlined

CIV26 Eligible 
countries are the 

EU member 
states and the 

NON-EU 
participating 

countries

For complete 
information 

please refer to 
p.18-23 of the 
Call document

Priority 

Grant 

budget - 

duration

Consortium 

Composition
Lead Applicant Co-applicant(s)

Place of the 

activities 

PRIORITY 

1.1 

MIN EUR 75 

000 -

12 and 24 

months

Minimum 2 applicants 

from two different 

eligible countries - 

Transnational

Non-profit PRIVATE legal 

entities or public universities 

from eligible countries

Non-profit legal entities 

(public or private bodies) from 

eligible countries or 

international organisations

CERV eligible 

countries

PRIORITY 

1.2 

MIN EUR 75 

000 -

12 and 24 

months

No minimum - National 

or Transnational

National PUBLIC bodies 

competent in electoral 

matters from eligible 

countries 

Non-profit legal entities 

(public or private bodies) from 

eligible countries or 

international organisations

CERV eligible 

countries

PRIORITY 

2.1 

MIN EUR 75 

000 -

12 and 24 

months

Minimum 2 applicants 

from two different eligible 

countries - 

Transnational 

Non-profit PRIVATE legal 

entities or public universities 

from eligible countries

Non-profit legal entities 

(public or private bodies) from 

eligible countries or 

international organisations

CERV eligible 

countries

PRIORITY 

2.2 

MIN EUR 75 

000 -

12 and 24 

months

Minimum 2 applicants 

from two different eligible 

countries - 

Transnational 

Regional or local PUBLIC 

bodies from eligible 

countries

Non-profit legal entities 

(public or private bodies) from 

eligible countries or 

international organisations

CERV eligible 

countries

PRIORITY 

3

MIN EUR 75 

000 -

12 and 24 

months

Minimum 2 applicants 

from two different 

eligible countries - 

Transnational

Non-profit PRIVATE legal 

entities or public universities 

from eligible countries

Non-profit legal entities 

(public or private bodies) 

from eligible countries or 

international organisations

CERV eligible 

countries

Topic 1

Topic 2

Topic 3

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_cerv_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/wp-call/2026/call-fiche_cerv-2026-citizens-civ_en.pdf


Quality max 40 points
min – n/a

Relevance max 40 points 
min 25 points

Impact max 20 points
min n/a

Maximum score 
100 points

Minimum quality pass 
score 70 points
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Award criteria – section 9 in call doc 

Proposals that pass the individual threshold for 
the criterion ‘Relevance’ AND the overall quality 

threshold will be considered for funding —
within the limits of the available budget (i.e. up 

to the budget ceiling).
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Award criteria 1 – section 9 in call doc 

1. Relevance – 40 Points

Extent to which the proposal matches the priorities and objectives of the call; 
clearly defined needs and robust needs assessment; clearly defined target 
group, with gender perspective being appropriately taken into account; 
contribution to the EU strategic and legislative context; European/trans-
national dimension; impact/interest for a number of countries (EU or eligible 
non-EU countries); possibility to use the results in other countries (potential 
for transfer of good practices); potential to develop mutual trust/cross-
border cooperation, building synergies and avoiding duplication with previous 
projects.
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Award criteria 2 – section 9 in call doc

2. Quality – 40 Points

Clarity and consistency of project; *NEW* for sub-priority 1.2 support of the 
project from the National Contact Point/s of the European Cooperation 
Network on Elections (ECNE) for the applicants from EU MS or from the 
national public authority competent in electoral matters for the applicants 
from non-EU participating countries; logical links between the identified 
problems, needs and solutions proposed (logical frame concept); methodology 
for implementing the project with gender perspective being appropriately 
taken into account (organisation of work, timetable, allocation of resources 
and distribution of tasks between partners, risks & risk management, 
monitoring and evaluation); ethical issues and measures/policies to guarantee 
compliance with EU values are addressed; feasibility of the project within the 
proposed time frame.

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/democracy-eu-citizenship-anti-corruption/democracy-and-electoral-rights/european-cooperation-network-elections_en
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Award criteria 3 – section 9 in call doc

3. Impact – 20 Points

Ambition and expected long-term impact of results on target groups/general 
public; appropriate dissemination strategy for ensuring sustainability and 
long-term impact; potential for a positive multiplier effect; sustainability of 
results after EU funding ends.



Application procedure 
Application structure



Find partners to collaborate on a topic/priority - IT How To -
Funding Tenders Opportunities (europa.eu)

1 organization = 1 PIC
Check if your organisation is already registered, or register it!

To participate your organisation needs to be 
registered in the Participant Register and have a 
9-digit Participant Identification Code (PIC)

• Create or 
• Use existing account

• New applicants – register organisation to receive PIC (Participant Identification Code)
• Already registered organisations – use existing PIC
• Correct and functional e-mail address
• You can apply even if PIC is ‘DECLARED’ (documents related to validation will be requested in Autumn 2026 if 

selected)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=lastModified&isExactMatch=true&type=ORGANISATION,PERSON
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register


Declared PIC

• In case the self-registrant left the organisation, and no one has access to a declared PIC
– a new PIC needs to be created, and REA CVS informed

Valid PIC

• If the LEAR is not available anymore, and there are no Account Administrators, a new
LEAR needs to be appointed – LEAR recovery procedure

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/urf/lear-recovery/request/

Access lost to a declared or valid PIC

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/urf/lear-recovery/request/
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TOPICs (Priorities)

One application – one priority – one sub-priority

Topic 1 - CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV-ENGAGEMENT-ELECTIONS

Topic 2 - CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV-ENGAGEMENT-BEYOND-ELECTIONS

Topic 3 - CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV-ENGAGEMENT-DISINFOFIMI

Chose 
one 

topic

For Topics 1 and 2: Select one sub- priority in PART A

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43251589&callIdentifier=CERV-2026-CITIZENS-CIV
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Application structure - section 5 in call doc.

Part B (+ Tpl
Declaration 
CPP for 
PUBLIC 
bodies (if 
relevant) 

ONLY for Topic 1 – Sub-priority 1.2

Part B mandatory

when applicable

when applicable

ONLY for Topic 1 – Sub-priority 1.2

Part A mandatory

Part C 
mandatory



NEW PART A - How to fill the Lump sum budget - 1

• Add one line per WP, filling the LS parameters (In situ/Online; nr of participants and nr of countries they come from)
• The corresponding LS amount will automatically appear in the section ‘Beneficiary Calculation Sheet’, by beneficiary (partner)
• When you change a parameter, always press SAVE and the related LS amount will be updated



NEW PART A - How to fill the Lump sum budget - 2

LS amount automatically appearing, 
based on parameters introduced in 

section ‘Work packages’ 

• Please fill the ‘Requested EU 
contribution’ by beneficiary, for 
each WP

• The TOTAL requested EU 
contribution can not be higher
than the TOTAL LS budget 

Automatic Lump 
Sum Breakdown 
by beneficiary

and WP
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Application Form 

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION (PART B)
TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. RELEVANCE
1.1 Background and general objectives
1.2 Needs analysis and specific objectives
1.3 Complementarity with other actions and innovation —
European added value
2. QUALITY
2.1 Concept and methodology
2.2 Consortium set-up
2.3 Project teams, staff and experts
2.4 Consortium management and decision-making
2.5 Project management, quality assurance and monitoring and 
evaluation strategy
2.6 Cost effectiveness and financial management (n/a for Lump 
Sum Grants)
2.7 Risk management
3. IMPACT
3.1 Impact and ambition
3.2 Communication, dissemination and visibility
3.3 Sustainability and continuation

4. WORKPLAN, WORK PACKAGES, ACTIVITIES, RESOURCES AND TIMING
4.1 Work plan
4.2 Work packages, activities, resources and timing
Work Package 1
Work Package …
Staff effort (n/a for Lump Sum Grants)
Subcontracting (n/a for prefixed Lump Sum Grants)
Timetable
5. OTHER
5.1 Ethics and EU values
5.2 Security
6. DECLARATIONS

Mandatory Delivrable: Report on the implementation of the WP/LS/Event (see Call doc)!

Same structure as 
the award criteria!



Summary of main CIV26 novelties compared to CIV25

• Capping: Each lead applicant ONLY 1 application for entire CALL
• New call structure – 3 topics (priorities) - sub-priorities
• Sub-priority 1.2: The lead applicant  must be a national public body 

competent on electoral matters 
• Sub-priority 1.2: Can be a national project
• Sub-priority 1.2: Letter of Support 
• Sub-priority 2.2: Lead applicant can be local or regional public bodies
• No more LS Calculator EXCEL table (Lump sum budget included in 

Part A)



Overarching aspects
• EU values​
• Child rights approach
• Gender mainstreaming 
• Use of AI tools
• Best practices
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Adherence to EU values

Section 6 in call doc. Eligibility 

Section 9 in call doc. Award criteria

Part B section 5.1 Ethics and EU values 

Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union

…The Union is founded on the values of respect for 
human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the 
rule of law and respect for human rights, including 
the rights of persons belonging to minorities…

Article 21 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

…Any discrimination based on any ground such as 
sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic 
features, language, religion or belief, political or any 
other opinion, membership of a national minority, 
property, birth, disability, age or sexual orientation 
shall be prohibited. …Within the scope of application 
of the Treaties and without prejudice to any of their 
specific provisions, any discrimination on grounds of 
nationality shall be prohibited.

Projects must respect EU values (eligible activities) 
and comply with EU values based on Art.2 of TEU 
and Art.21 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

Quality - compliance with EU values are addressed 

Outline measures to be taken and the policies 
in place to guarantee compliance with the EU 
values mentioned in Article 2 of the Treaty on 
the European Union and Article 21 of the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights.
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EU values & Project lifecycle

▪ Eligibility criteria 
defined for each call

▪ Application form section 5.1 
on 'Ethics and EU values’: 
applicants to describe 
measures put in place to 
guarantee full compliance 
with EU values‘ – checks on 
project proposal

▪ Award criteria Quality 

▪ Obligation to respect 
‘EU values' in the 
corporate 
Commission model 
grant agreement 
(Article 14.2)

▪ 'EU values' are part of the 
eligibility requirements –
checks on organization

▪ Award criteria Quality  

▪ Analysis of the 
project final 
report and 
deliverables

▪ Output compliance
▪ If breach of values, 

possible actions: costs 
rejection, suspension, 
termination, EDES

▪ Applicants are screened 
for adherence to EU 
values

▪ Assessment under 
award criteria (section 
5.1 of the application)

Work 
programme

Call for 
proposals Application Evaluation

Grant 
Agreement

Monitoring, 
detection and 

correction
Final payment
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How can you show adherence to EU values

What projects have you 
carried out to promote 
non-discrimination and EU 
values? Have these 
projects advanced EU 
values such as non-
discrimination? 

External - What kind of 
advocacy actions have you 
done in favour of EU values 
esp. non-discrimination?

Internal policies - What have 
you done to promote non-
discrimination in your own 
organisations?

Internal

External

Past & 
ongoing 
projects
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Gender mainstreaming concept

• Needs analysis (1.2)
• Complementarity (1.3)
• Project management (2.5)
• Risk management (2.7) 
• Impact and ambition (3.1)
• Communication and dissemination 

(3.2) 
• Ethics and EU Values (5.1)

Gender mainstreaming is a strategy 
towards realising gender equality. 

It involves the integration of a gender 
perspective into the preparation, 
design, implementation, monitoring 
and evaluation of policies, regulatory 
measures and spending programmes, 
with a view to promoting equality 
between women and men, and 
combating discrimination. 

Gender mainstreaming in Part B
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Integrating gender mainstreaming in projects

- Are project objectives 

designed, based on a robust 

analysis and aligned to 

strategic gender needs?

- Are women’s needs in the area 

of your project the same as 

those of men?

- Have men and women been 

consulted to identify needs 

and opportunities? 

Needs assessment

- Are people from all gender 

involved in the monitoring and 

evaluation?

- Are indicators to measure project 

progress and goals gender 

sensitive?

- Does your data collection and 

interpretation approach allow to 

capture gender differences?

Monitoring & Evaluation

- Are any gender specific 

factors (location, mobility, 

care work) limiting 

participation in the project?

- Are there specific changes 

introduced by the project 

and would they impact 

women and men?

- Is the project using gender 

sensitive language?

Implementation & 
Dissemination

Gender Impact Assessment | European Institute for Gender Equality
DG Justice funding – workshop on Gender mainstreaming in project proposals

Gender analysis | EIGE

https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/gender-impact-assessment?back=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GA5wM4O7es
https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/tools-methods/gender-analysis
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How to make sure you integrate a gender perspective?

When drafting, please consider the questions below:

• Did I conduct a gender equality analysis to assess my project’s design, 
implementation and impact?

• Did I take into account gender aspects in my needs assessment?

• Will the data and indicators I collect and create be disaggregated by sex?

• Did I include in my proposal a commitment to advance gender equality? 

• Did I include in my proposal a commitment to monitor and report on the gender 
equality results achieved by the project in the evaluation phase?

• Do I plan to create gender-specific indicators to measure the project’s gender 
equality objectives?

Standard

Advanced
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Only if the project would involve children:

Mind the child’s rights approach

Part B section 5.1 Ethics and EU values 

• Child rights approach – all the rights of the child are 
promoted, respected, protected and fulfilled.

• The project should address children as rights holders 
and should ensure their participation in the design and 
implementation of the project.

• Please reflect the child’s rights approach in the needs 
assessment, target groups description, monitoring, 
evaluation strategies, dissemination, project activities…

• UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC), a child is any human 
being below the age of 18

• The rights of the child are part of human 
rights: rights that the EU and EU Member 
States must respect, protect and fulfil.

• Article 3(3) of the Treaty on European Union

• The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
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International Child Safeguarding Standards

Child protection policy CPP

Section 5 in call doc. Admissibility and documents
Section 6 in call doc. Eligibility

• private organisations should provide a child protection 
policy covering the four areas described in the Keeping 
Children Safe Child Safeguarding Standards with their 
project application

• public entities must submit a declaration of honour on the 
respect of child protection requirements (template to 
download)

Section 9 in call doc. Award criteria

Quality - ethical issues and measures/policies to guarantee 
child safeguarding (for activities involving children) 

Child safeguarding standards 
and how to implement them

CPP Areas

POLICY

PEOPLE

Procedures

Accountability

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/cerv/temp-form/af/child-protection-policy-declaration_cerv_en.docx
https://commission.europa.eu/document/c818ad0f-6141-474f-8eba-bec6e8cdef12_en
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Section 11 in call doc.

Use of generative AI in proposal preparation

• Be transparent in disclosing which AI tools were used and how they were utilised

• Verify and correct AI-generated content for accuracy, validity, and appropriateness. 

• List all sources and citations used, including those generated by AI. 

• Double-check all citations to ensure they are correct and properly referenced. 

• Prevent plagiarism by reviewing original sources and ensuring AI content is not copied. 

• Acknowledge AI limitations, such as biases, errors, and knowledge gaps, in the proposal. 
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Best practices

Consortium

Best practices Proposal

• Meaningful partnership composition, fit for 
achieving proposal objectives, where partners 
have experience in the field, access to the target 
group(s),etc.

• Carefully choose your partners to avoid situation 
when they may withdraw at a later stage, and to 
be ready to handle eventual conflicts.

• Partners who provide low quality input to the 
drafting of application might not  provide high 
quality input into the project.

• Ensure that partners are responsive and will be 
ready to implement the project if your proposal is 
selected for funding. 

• In case of successful applications, the partnership 
will have to sign a Consortium Agreement.

• Direct response to the call’s objectives & justified 
link with the EU policy priorities.

• Review and understand the award criteria 
(relevance, quality, impact) & reflect cross-cutting 
aspects in your proposal.

• Clearly defined and realistic project’s objectives, 
supported by a robust methodology which then 
translates into concrete work packages/lump-
sums, activities and impactful outputs.

• Allow time for drafting, reviewing and redrafting.

• Submit proposal at least 1 day in advance.

• Fill your LS budget in the Application Part A, other 
formats will not be considered (e.g. actual costs).

• Correspondance WP-LS: each WP foreseeing an 
‘event’



CERV National Contact Points 



National Contact Points
LINK TO PRESENTATION:

https://qrco.de/CERV-NCP-Pres

https://qrco.de/CERV-NCP-Pres




Our Mission

• INFORMATION: providing information about the programme & its
funding opportunities and about the policy initiatives in the areas
covered by the programme.

• SUPPORT: facilitating the between potential partner entities on a
transnational level; supporting applicants during the application
process.

• ADVICE: facilitating the participation of stakeholders and giving
advice to applicants; increasing the capacity of stakeholders to take
part in the programme.

• DISSEMINATION: dissemination of best practice projects;
increasing knowledge and awareness of programme results.



CERV Project Partner Search (by NCPs)

The CERV Project Partner Search by NCPs enables you

to share your project proposals, ideas, or interests in preparation for

upcoming CERV funding calls. This allows potential participants and

partners from all programme countries to find and connect with

you!

LINK:

https://qrco.de/CERVps

https://qrco.de/CERVps




CERV Citizens’ Forum

• Learn about current CERV calls 

• Receive direct support from the CERV NCPs

• Present your project idea and moderate a break-out room

• Expand your project team and create synergies

• Participate in break-out rooms initiated by other participants 

• Join projects in the making 

• Create new projects and project applications

REGISTRATION:

https://qrco.de/CERV-forum

https://qrco.de/CERV-forum








Q&A
#CIV26
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Feedback Survey
#CIV26



• CERV National Contact Points

• EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu
Please mention CIV26 in the email subject (and the topic)!

Thank you and 
keep in touch!

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme-overview/cerv-national-contact-points_en
mailto:EACEA-CERV@ec.europa.eu

