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Merge of two existing programmes :

• the Rights, Equality and Citizenship programme 

• the Europe for Citizens programme

EU funding opportunities

Citizens, Equality Rights and Values programme (CERV)

Justice programme



Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values 
programme

Regulation (EU) 2021/692: EUR 1.5 billion for the 2021-2027

Objective: to protect and promote rights 

and values as enshrined in the Treaties, 

to sustain and further develop rights-

based, democratic, equal and inclusive 

societies based on the rule of law.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R0692


The Union is founded on the values of respect for 
human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the 
rule of law and respect for human rights, including 
the rights of persons belonging to minorities. 
These values are common to the Member States in a 
society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, 
tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between 
women and men prevail.

What are « EU values » ? 

Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union
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CERV Programme – Four strands



• The EACEA (European Education and Culture Executive Agency) manages two

strands: 

• Union Values to:

Protect and promote union values by providing financial support to civil society 

organisations active at local, regional, nation and transnational level)

• Citizens’ engagement and participation to:

• Raise awareness of the common European history

• Promote citizens’ engagement and participation in the democratic life of the Union

• Promote exchange between citizens of different Member States (Town-twinning

and network of towns)

Strands of CERV programme managed by 
EACEA



Participation to the Programme

WHO?

o Civil Society Organisations are the main beneficiaries, 

both national and transnational as well as grassroots 

(union values strand)

o Public and private entities, e.g.: ministries, towns

o Profit-oriented and international organisations: limited 

access (depending also on the call for proposals)



a multiannual work programme 2021-2022 establishing:

- Policy priorities

- Budget

- Activities

- Eligibility, selection and award criteria

- Expected results

Implementation

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/1_en_annexe_acte_autonome_part1_v8.pdf

